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12/10/74 

Hr. Av V/estin 

American Broadcasting Company 
Haw lorlc City, H.T. 

hear Hy, Weatln, 

In advance of tonight's showing of The 1-lnnIon of October I waLto to aak for 
a copy of -site ucrj.pt 1£ there are any spaces fox* two purposes » possible use in a book 
on this iiuijjtiot researched in liXiij that I hope to got back to noon; and to lonve as 
part of an tircliivo, whoxe all ijy files v;ill bo at name future tine. 

It is good that important events bo drsaaatlBsd for popular ciompre-hnnoion. I 
regrot vory muoh tint AJ3C did not go for ay own proposal aiono tide line beginning 
thin pout summer. If it did not roach your personal attention during; the decision- 
making, I enclose the only deacriptivo material I have on it. 

Crovenuaeiit juat does xiut function as nohoole touch it. One of the more effect- 
ive ways oi' tailing it to the people as it is is by drama, The taasB naans of thin, 
of course, ia TV. Even if not from my work. t.)iich X do regret. 1 hope there is more 
of it. 

In curly 1 971 I was in touch 'with your office about the TV possibilities of 
my book then appearing, She Martin Luther *£&?/* nmo Earl ifey Case. I was 

referred to the UanhJLngtc n bureau, whore interest Boorac to have ended at low levels. 

I boliovo this Cana lends itself to both documentary and dramatic treatment and tiiut 
it also deals with )iow an aspect of government, the adniniRtration of justice, works. 
Beginning with tlint book Ray is finally in the courts in hit; effort ot got u trial. 

I am Iris investigator. Host of tins legal work, which includes establishing an import- 
ant! precedent. Ins been dono Isy ny colleague in the now book, ft is his first real 
caso, a situation of natural <tauna wlurn among' his rwuriy adversarial) is the country’s 
r;»ot fammui criminal aluyor, Percy Foreman - wlio did not appear at the recent hear- 
ing where, in offaot, jig }rnii 011 trial. Ho TV coverage I saw gave any of the major 
new developments in tliia hearing, not oven tha flavor. Tho laioruity of the record wo 
built waa beyond cither the compro.ienaion or the importing of the excellent reporters 
who wort} thoro. TI 10 permeating corruption, wMch included perjury and deliberate 
f Earning, and tlio Constitutional abuses wliioli make those iu tlvi Sllaberg ease scorn 
modoat, are both, I boliovo, without preoadont or paniUel. hi park tl&u is boouuse 
for the finittino ever there was "dieocnUMy* in a habeas corpus case. L« 0 pito all tho 
official opposition to tho court ' 0 orders Jim Lesax* and I obtained documentary proofs. 
Thorjo range from establishing tho deliberateness with which Ray was framed to tha 
orders to deliver all his oo;.»unioationa, including tlxoso with counsel and for uo« in 
his defense, to tho prosecutor for tttt xeroxing. In tho latter category we obtained at 
least one communion tion/\dth ovoiy lawyer who in any way represented liay from the 
secret files of th*x prosecution nnd at least ono sample with the two different dofssnse 
lawyers ia tho criaoinal case of Roy's px'eparatLono for Ms own defense, stolen from Ray's 
sell, with delivery receipts to the prowoeutor, Bvm a rogtsteiwd letter to the judge, 
frota tho prosecutor's files. Tina ^pivstie Court has asked for written argueMita by January 
6 on whether it should grant oortSof/ to the State's appeal from this uicovury px-acodont. 


Sincerely, 
Harold ifoiaberg 


